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gane eyre

Jane Eyre begins life with all the disadvantages that
nature and society can give her: she has no parents, no
money, she is a girl (in a man’s world), and, to make
matters worse, she is not beautiful. She is made even more
unattractive, in the eyes of the world, by having a strong
character: she will not do what she is told to do.

She does not sound like the heroine of one of the great
loves stories of the world, and yet she behaves like one. The
world looks at her, with all disadvantages, and tells her to
expect little from life. But Jane Eyre refused to listen; she
refuses to accept the unimportant place that the world offers
to her. She demands that the world accept her as she in: not
important, but the heroine of her own life; not beautiful, but
deserving of love.
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About “The Author

Charlotte Bronte (1816-1855) was born in Yourshire, in the north of
England. She was the third daughter of an Irish clegyman, Patrick
Bronte, and his wife Maria. In 1820 the family moved to Haworth, a
quiet village surrounded by open moors, where Charlotte spent most of
her life. Her mother died in 1821, and when Charlotte was eight, she
was sent to boarding school with her two elder sisters at Cowan Bridge,
about eighty kilometers away. Charlotte’s experiences at this school,
where living conditions were very poor and educational standards low,
are reflected in the early part of Jane Eyre. Both Charlott’s sisters fell ill
while at Cowan Bridge, and returned home to die. Charlotte also came
home, and spent the next six years at Haworth, studying, walking on the
moors with her younger sisters Emily and Anne, and making her first
attempts at writing poems and romantic fiction.

At the age of fifteen, she attended another school for a year, and later
returned there as a teacher. Two posts as governess followed, and in
1842 she and Emily went to Belgium, in order to improve their foreign
languages. There, she found herself falling in love with her married
teacher, Monsieur Heger — a relationship that was unlikely to succeed.
This was a very u%mﬁﬁgmgpﬁr&%%ﬁphe returned home,
her attempts to start a school in Haworth failed, and she could only
express her misery and loneliness by writing unhappy letters to
Monsieur Heger, who did not respond. There were other difficulties at
home too. Her ageing father, and her only brother, Branwell, who was
an alcoholic, need constant care.

In spite of these problems, the three surviving Bronte sisters found
the time and energy to continue writing. They took men’s names
(Charlotte called herself Currer Bell), as women were not considered
capable of great writing at the time, and published a selection of their
poems. Very few of these were sold, but in 1847 Emily’s first and only
novel, Wuthering Heights, was published, and also Anne’s first novel,
Agnes Grey.



a,s'/}: (§o

o 05i T ez dn pioz (LSl Jlad 45 @dly ;iS5 55 (VAVF-VADY) atig s sl L
VAY e Jlw 5o 0 Lojle (oo g atign SG 5 pb @ JLS ool ol (20dS 4 3250 (oo
9 sd_b}oi ul&n gJ_(J.' Sg9— o;.\g.é)f o).ol.?u; ).ILI ‘5Lbu.~o) .la.»s.: as ﬁ‘)" ‘SIL».NS) ‘C_"J)jLQ L oé‘sﬁl}
ol cutn gl )l a5 Sloy VAYY Jlo ;o (5 0ke 8903 (5w T jo 1) (b jee lin &gl
T O3 Ao 5538 Sl )l @ e 6l (5555 2le3 90 5 ol oS g, 1, SB I
JUUNIE XSS LS [P SPU RN I J A PR S CONC I JORSCONIC g C R S I
Bl S5kl e (S5 sadsl ladle 53 45 gl (sl (shisel o lailiul 5 4l
Sl i) 895 9 955 (o0 asdllae (LIS Ljgle o 1) a Jl Al 5 CaT5L Al 4 e gl L0
sloaad s loy s iy gl baissS Gulsl g oy00 ol (ST 5 (sl (25255l 90 b
D91 0,90 ywed o wlailisle
Ao e lge A a8 3l (6,500 G yie 4 Koo e o sl (Sl 033l o
4 o9 Jalie a5 Lialee 3ol ) 095 of Ll aios Su3b al, >, slagls ,o <é i sl
B9 05 o3, Sl sl ) 6}.55‘&5% L5°)5F] S92 B99eb o5 slabal, (2Bl Ko g ol
L e s 4 5 o, WWW,ZADANMENIDUDCOM, o0 o s s
ks (e ol 5l el ams 258 ol sl 1) Gl 5 08 X8 grwge 4 2S0led sladsl (igs
A 09 ,edlo3ls a5 Jgi o0l L 5 iloygdle juy g Al (0 5 (6,500 OISiL 0,50
SRl g ooy wiogy oile 0y g Al Hlo, Fhe 5l aS algy jalem dus )l OUSUEL o ,ule
S = OB stmm g b cpils &Y 1, 5 eley ol yo a8 LT 5l audly S Mg yole aalol gl
3l sloa ;3 g (auel b )5 1) 09 Dol L) w035 0 095 (sl ailo ol jalem A casiils ol

235 piiie 655 sl ol ar ST ey gl Geizmen 5 ale S yigg ol 4y (el Gl e



Charlott’s own first novel, Jane Eyre, which appeared in the same
year, was an immediate success, and was praised by readers and critics
alike.

However, life was still extremely hard for Charlotte and her sisters.
In 1848 Branwell died, followed by Emily, and Anne only a year later,
but somehow Charlotte found the strength to continue writing. A second
novel, Shirley, was published in 1849, and a third, Villette, in 1853. She
finally accepted a proposal of marriage from her father’s assistant,
Arthur Bell Nicholls, and they married in 1854, but she caught a cold
while out walking in the rain, and died in 1855. The professor was
published in 1857, after her death.

Charlotte Bronte’s works have a high reputation, and all her novels
are interesting studies of the situation of women in the nineteenth
century. Her best-known novel is Jane Eyre, which recalls so many of
Charlotte’s own experiences and feelings, and which has had a powerful
effect on many readers. An example of this is the highly praised novel
Wide Sargasso Sea (1966) by Jean Rhys, which invents the tragic story
of the mad wife, the first Mrs Rochster.
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Part 1: A child at Gateshead

Th@ UQELZ SIQO om

We could not go for a walk that afternoon. There was such a freezing
cold wind and such heavy rain, that we all stayed indoors. I was glad of it.
I never liked long walks, especially in winter. I used to hate coming home
when it was almost dark, with ice-cold fingers and toes, feeling miserable
because Bessie, the nursemaid, was always scolding me. All the time I
knew I was different from my cousins, Eliza, John and Georgiana Reed.
They were taller and stronger than me, and they were loved.

These three usually spent their time crying and quarrelling, but today
they were sitting quietly around their mother in the sitting-room. I
wanted to join the family circle, but Mrs Reed, my aunt, refused. Bessie
had complained about me.

‘No, I’m sorry, Jane. Until I hear from Bessie, or see for myself, that
you are really trying to behave better, you cannot be treated as a good,
happy child, like my children.’

“What does Bessig,say Lhave dons2 hl askedcorm

‘Jane, it is not polite to question me in that way. If you cannot speak
pleasantly, be quiet.’

I crept out of the sitting-room and into the small room next door,
where I chose a book full of pictures from the bookcase. I climbed on to
the window-seat and drew the curtains, so that I was completely hidden.
I sat there for a while; sometimes I looked out of the window at the grey
November afternoon, and saw the rain pouring down on the leafless
garden. But most of the time I studied the book and stared, fascinated, at
the pictures. Lost in the world of imagination, I forgot my sad, lonely
existence for a while, and was happy. | was only afraid that my secret
hiding-place might be discovered.
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12 / Jane Eyre

Suddenly the door of the room opened. John Reed rushed in.

‘Where are you, rat?’ he shouted. He did not see me behind the
curtain. ‘Eliza! Georgy! Jane isn’t here! Tell Mamma she’s run out into
the rain — what a bad animal she is!’

‘How lucky I drew the curtain,” I thought, He would never have
found me, because he was not very intelligent. But Eliza guessed at
once where | was.

‘She’s in the window-seat, John,” she called from the sitting-room.
So I came out immediately, as I did not want him to pull me out.

‘What do you want?’ I asked him.

‘Say, “What do you want, Master Reed?””” he answered, sitting in an
armchair. ‘I want you to come here.’

John Reed was fourteen and I was only ten. He was large and rather
fat. He usually ate too much at meals, which made him ill. He should
have been at boarding school, but his mother, who loved him very
much, had brought him home for a month or two, because she thought
his health was delicate.

John did not love his mother or his sisters, and he hated me. He
bullied and punished me, not two or three times a week, not once or
twice a day, but all the time. My whole body trembled when he came
near. Sometimes he hit me, sometimes he just threatened me, and I lived
in terrible fear of hHY/1'hfcPHOAU W8 dopHith. The Servants did
not want to offend their young master, and Mrs Reed could see no fault
in her dear boy.

So I obeyed John’s order and approached his armchair, thinking how
very ugly his face was. Perhaps he understood what I was thinking, for
he hit me hard on the face.

‘That is for your rudeness to Mamma just no,” he said, ‘and for your
wickedness in hiding, and for looking at me like that, you rat!’ I was so
used to his bullying that I never thought of hitting him back.

‘What were you doing behind that curtain?’ he asked.

‘I was reading,” I answered.

‘Show me the book.’ I gave it to him.
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